Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 HONG K 10918 140839Z 
ACTION SCS-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /007 W 

086246 141247Z/50 

R 140556Z AUG 78 
FM AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2491 

UNCLAS HONG KONG 10918 


Message Text 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CDES, HK 

SUBJECT: FORMAT AND REVISED PROCEDURES FOR DIRECT RELAY 
NOTIFICATION OF DEATH TELEGRAM 


REF: STATE 19909 


1 . CONGEN QUESTIONS RECOMMENDING BURIAL IN HONG KONG BECAUSE 
PERMANENT CEMETARY LOTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE OWING TO SHORTAGE 
OF SPACE. EXHUMATION IS COMPULSORY AFTER 6 YEARS AND REMAINS 
PLACED IN OSSUARY. THEREFORE, WE RECOMMEND CREMATION WITH ASHES 
DISPOSED OF LOCALLY OR SENT TO U.S. OR RETURN OF REMAINS. 


2. WE PROPOSE PARAGRAPH 3 OF HONG KONG MESSAGE TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 
QUOTE WE STAND READY TO ASSIST YOU IN ANY WAY WE CAN. IT IS 
UNFORTUNATE AT THIS SAD TIME THAT WE MUST ALSO IMMEDIATELY CALL 
YOUR ATTENTION TO THE URGENT NEED FOR MAKING NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS. 
HONG KONG LAW REQUIRES A DECISION REGARDING DISPOSITION OF REMAINS 
WITHIN 7 REPEAT 7 DAYS. IF YOU DECIDE TO HAVE YOUR SPACE (RELATION 
SHIP) BURIED IN HONG KONG, PLEASE BE AWARE THAT NO REPEAT NO 
PERMANENT CEMETARY LOTS ARE AVAILABLE HONG KONG BECAUSE OF LAND 
SHORTAGE. EXHUMATION IS COMPULSORY AFTER 6 REPEAT 6 YEARS AND 
REMAINS PLACED IN RECEPTACLE. MOST AMERICANS WHO DIE IN HONG 
KONG ARE CREMATED OR EMBALMED AND THE REMAINS RETURNED TO 
THE UNITED STATES. IRRESPECTIVE OF YOUR DECISION, THE CONSULATE 
GENERAL WILL BE FULLY RESPONSIVE TO YOUR WISHES. UNQUOTE. 

SHOESMITH 
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